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2021 Autumn Edition

Upcoming Events

Resident Stories

Soothing Symphonies

Meet two of our Ibis Care
residents and learn about the
amazing lives they have lived.

Ibis Care Celebrated Seniors Week
with the Sydney Youth Orchestra.

Celebrating National
Volunteers Week
We celebrated all of our wonderful
Volunteers in May: Aron Wong and
wife Kylii tell their story.

In This Edition



Tammy Tautai - General Manager at Blakehurst

Tammy joined our wonderful senior management team earlier this month and has
been busy meeting residents and staff as part of her induction to Ibis Care. Tammy
has a passion for residential aged care and was most recently employed in a senior
aged care clinical role with Moran Group. 

Tammy also has extensive clinical experience including 11 years as an Operational
Nurse Manager across a number of public hospitals in the Sydney local Health District. 
We look forward to Tammy leading our Blakehurst team and please feel free to
introduce yourself when you see her around the home. 

What's Cooking

It has been a wonderful start to 2021, especially seeing all the residents with smiles and
dressing up to bring fun and glamour to our special events and functions. Our Easter
celebration this year included a delicious main course with fresh lobster and garlic butter
which was thoroughly enjoyed and bought much positive feedback.

Mother’s Day afternoon was a beautiful day with residents dancing and enjoying
humming to the musical performance. All accompanied by tea, coffee, champagne and
luxurious high tea cakes. We’ve also had several gourmet cooking demonstrations which
our residents thoroughly enjoyed watching, learning and tasting! 

From the Hospitality Department, we would like to thank all residents and relatives for
their valuable feedback and suggestions to improve our services. If you have any
feedback or suggestions, please do not hesitate to get in touch and we look forward to a
warming winter menu for everyone. 

Sarla Singh - General Manager at Miranda

Sarla recently joined Ibis Care to oversee and manage our wonderful Miranda home.
It has been a very busy and productive four weeks since she commenced. Sarla has several
years’ experience as both a Manager and Residential Services Manager across aged care
homes including some with over 100 beds.

Her most recent position was managing Stella Maris home in Cronulla. Sarla is very well
connected to the local community and health services supporting our Miranda home.
Prior to entering residential care, Sarla was a registered nurse for 24 years with experience
in the NSW public hospital system. She held a number of senior positions including Nurse
Unit Manager.  Sarla has a passion for dementia care in the residential care sector and we
all look forward to the experience and energy she will bring to the Ibis Care team.

Welcome Our New Managers

Elizabeth Armstrong, Hospitality Manager
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Kylii was born in Sydney and attended the University of Technology Sydney (UTS) where she
completed a Bachelor of Business Degree.As a Strategic Advisor she has worked with many
listed global companies across industries such as oil and gas, pharmaceutical, mining,
construction and is also a Non-Executive Director on several boards.

Together, Aron and Kylii have a shared belief in helping others. The couple were married in
2017 and currently live in Oatley. They also frequent Oatley Park which is an amazing hidden
oasis of indigenous and local beauty. Many of our residents also visit this park on our regular
bus outings and it is a wonderful, peaceful place.

Aron’s role as a professional Aged Care consultant has helped Aron gain first-hand knowledge

of the facets to managing an aged care home. He has provided numerous consulting services to large and small aged care
organisations throughout Australia and is an expert in this field. 

Australia’s largest annual celebration of volunteers, National Volunteer Week, was held on
Monday 17th to Sunday 23rd May. It’s a time to celebrate the significant contribution of the 6
million volunteers across Australia who dedicate over 600 million hours to help others. Ibis Care
Blakehurst has two such volunteers, Aron Wong and his wife Kylii and this is their story.

Aron was born in Hawaii and graduated from the same high school as Barack Obama. He
completed his academics at Georgetown University, a prestigious school known for producing
some of America’s greatest athletes and politicians. Currently Aron works as an Aged Care
Consultant and is also Chair and Non-Executive Director on a number of boards. 
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Celebrating Our Volunteers - Aron & Kylii

                                                                                                                                                          "Alex, this really feels like home, it has a
family-owned vibe which we haven’t experienced before.”  After the tour, Aron and Kylii said “we’d be grateful for the
opportunity to visit the beautiful people in this home and spend time with them if they would have us.”

When speaking to Aron and Kylii recently during Volunteer Week, they expressed that  “during our time at Blakehurst we’ve
been deeply touched by the friendships we’ve made here and we’ll be forever humbled by this life changing experience.”               
They also commente  “it’s heart-warming to experience the caring nature of the staff who truly care about the people they’re
looking after. Please thank everyone at Blakehurst for their dedication and care.”

Kylii’s first visit to an aged care home was when she and Aron began volunteering several years ago, at a home on Sydney’s
North Shore. Since this time they moved to Oatley and soon discovered Ibis Care at Blakehurst. It was during their initial tour of
the home with our Lifestyle Manager, Alexandra Dias, that Aron and Kylii commented:
                                                                                                       After the tour, Aron and Kylii said

When speaking to Aron and Kylii recently during Volunteer Week, they expressed that   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                    They
also commented that



It was only a short time after they first met that Philippa and Zdenek
were married, moved to Sydney and began supporting each other
through their respective academic and professional careers. During this
time, Philippa had acquired a second degree at Sydney University.
Zdenek’s academic achievements were amazing with degrees in
engineering and physics. He also spoke fluent German, Czech and
English and conversed in French, most likely to enjoy his loving wife’s
banter. 

Zdenek never stopped trying to locate his parents, who had gone
underground during the Soviet oppression. On their final trip to
Czechoslovakia, along with their two children, Richard and Diana, they
found Zdenek’s mother but learned his father had sadly passed. 

Zdenek’s mother was unable to return to Australia due to her age and
health. On the way back from Czechoslovakia crossing the
German/Czech border, Philippa and children were held at gunpoint by
the same German border guard who had questioned Zdenek when he
escaped the country years earlier. The guard remembered the crossing
and asked whether Zdenek had made his way through. Zdenek had
clearly made a great impression upon him because he sent his best
wishes! 

Our wonderful resident, Philippa Holy, was born in Sydney and attended
Kambala School in Rose Bay. Her father’s career with Vacuum Oil Company
would mean her family moved around Australia a lot. While stationed in
Hobart, she graduated Fahan School, where she became fascinated with 
foreign languages, in particular, French. 

When Philippa was 14, her mother passed away and her father remarried.
Philippa had a close relationship with her stepmother, Dorothy, who
encouraged her academic interests. Philippa graduated Adelaide University
with an Arts Degree majoring in foreign languages. After graduation, her father
retired and moved the family to the Central Coast of NSW. Philippa however,
remained in Adelaide to begin a job with News Corporation and was quickly
promoted to their research department. 

One night she decided to attend a social organization for immigrants called
the Good Neighbour Council. Here she met the man of her dreams, Zdenek, an intensely intelligent and passionate man 
from post-war Czechoslovakia. Zdenek had fled from the Nazis and the oppression of post-war Russian dominance to land 
in Adelaide, quickly finding work with the Dunlop Rubber Company as a floor tiler. His skills, fortitude and savvy demeanour
escalated him to Chief Engineer in a short period. 

Philippa Holy
When Love Overcomes Wartime Barriers...

Resident Spotlight

B L A K E H U R S T
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she saw glistening dust fall through the tiny
holes in the tin roof, amplified by the stars, as
she lay there at night before falling asleep.

Beverley fondly remembers being married at Saint Patricks and still loves reading books
about the arts (especially music) and still talks about the greatest film she ever saw ‘Gone
with the Wind’. She always enjoyed comparing a book to its movie version. Clearly someone
with a passion for interpretation for argument’s sake. Beverley’s favourite subjects were
English, spelling, history, biology, reading romance novels, murder mysteries and sagas. 

Resident Spotlight
Beverley Purcell

As a 2 ½ year-old girl Beverley Chadwick moved to Loftus NSW in 1946. Life was
challenging, but as an only child, she accepted the idea of living in a tent with her
mother Thelma and father James. At the time, her greatest companion was her
dog named Sandy. They had no electricity or running water but her ingenious 
father dug a pathway using terracotta pipes to create running water to their home.

Times were demanding and desperate. They used kerosene to fuel their stove, lights
and heater. Their neighbours shared their radio service with them which was a
luxury that allowed them to stay connected to the world… as they knew it.
Eventually Sydney Water provided the pipes for clean water and sewage. After many
hardships, her father found employment and constructed a home made of wood and
a tin roof on the same property. Beverley recalls visions of fairies while in bed where

Eventually life improved for the entire family and at that the age of five she attended
Saint Patricks Catholic School in Sutherland where she met her life-long friend of 74
years, Kay. She was a piano player and introduced Beverley to music and
encouraging Beverley to take up the violin. The two girls remained friends
throughout their primary school and into high school at Our Lady of Mercy (OLMC).
Beverley joined a musical trio playing violin, then onto the school orchestra,
competed in musical contests and played solo performances. During this time, she
made great friendships with Jean and Joanne whom she has stayed in contact with. 

M I R A N D A

Page 5 

When Beverley was asked if she could give one piece of advice, what
would it be? Her response was:  “Just be you!”. 



Mother's Day at
Blakehurst

Incredible women who have been role models, a shoulder to lean on and 
pillar of strength when needed. We celebrated all the beautiful Mum’s with 
a very special high tea, champagne, fun and entertainment. 

To celebrate Sutherland Shire Seniors Week, Ibis Care
hosted a wonderful evening of fun and musical talent in
conjunction with the Sydney Youth Orchestra.

The local community were treated to a stunning
performance by the Youth Orchestra Quartet who
delighted the audience, bringing together young and old
with sweet symphonic sounds. 

Celebrating our seniors with the
Sydney Youth Orchestra! 

Pet Therapy Bringing Joy

Bid Biddy Blanche with her beautiful gentle nature
is bringing so much joy to our residents during

pet therapy sessions.

(or should we say, Blanche)
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Northern Territory, where both communities shared their 

Getting Artsy...
Everyone loves to get arty with our Art Therapy sessions. To

acknowledge National Sorry Day on Wednesday 26th of May we hosted
a virtual meeting with the Yuendumu Indigenous Community in the.

artistic dot painting. It was an
emotional and informative

morning for all.

Celebrating With Pride

In celebration of Pride Month,
we had a special guest

appearance from Ellawarra!

Dance therapy is an excellent way to keep our
residents up and active.

Dancing Up a Storm!
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Dance Therapists, Charles
and Candy, transported
our residents back to the 
Trocadero days and filled 
their dance cards to the
brim. 



Find us on Social Media

We love to share good news and the fun we have each day at our homes through social media.
Join our online community, like, follow and share photos and videos of the special moments we capture.

Feedback forms are available at both of our
homes and we’d love to hear from you. 

B L A K E H U R S T

20-24 Cheddar St
Blakehurst NSW 2221
blakehurst@ibiscare.com.au

(02) 9546 2159
M I R A N D A

2c Karimbla Road
Miranda NSW 2228

miranda@ibiscare.com.au

(02) 9540 4799

www.ibiscare.com.au

Ibis Care Blakehurst Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/ibiscareblakehurst

Ibis Care Miranda Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/ibiscaremiranda

We appreciate your feedback!

Lifestyle & Activities Update
The winter season has finally arrived but has not prevented us from being
active and enjoying lots of fun-filled activities to keep us warm.

‘The Unforgettables’ (Resident Choir at Miranda) have been busy rehearsing
for our Winter in July celebration. We hope to perform for our Sutherland
Shire Community soon which will be an event you don’t want to miss out on.
We will keep you posted!

I would also like to take this opportunity to introduce our new
Aromatherapist, Annie, to the team. Annie developed a love for Aromatherapy
from a very young age, growing up with her grandmother who was
enthusiastic about medical herbs. She has since completed a Master of
Aromatherapy Diploma with Specialisations in Palliative and Aged Care and is
a published author in the book “Elevate Your Wellbeing”. 

I am also delighted to share our Facebook pages with you, a new platform that 
we launched earlier this year. This update is an important part of our commitment to making it easier for families,
friends, and the local community to interact and connect with us. Head to www.facebook.com/ibiscareblakehurst or
www.facebook.com/ibiscaremiranda to check it out! Alexandra Dias, Lifestyle Manager

http://www.facebook.com/ibiscareblakehurst
http://www.facebook.com/ibiscaremiranda

